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January 5, 2024
CLTA-USA Lifetime Achievement Award Guidelines

1. Number of awardees each year: One, or vacant.
2. Qualification of the nominator: Current member of CLTA-USA.
3. Timeline and procedures:

1) On or before January 20: The nominator submits the following materials to the current
president of CLTA-USA (see Note 1): A nomination letter of 1000-2000
characters/words written in Chinese or English, detailing the reasons for nomination
according to the criteria for nominating candidates (see Section 4 for details). The
nomination letter should also highlight the nominee's long-term and outstanding
contributions in the field of Chinese education. If the nominator has, or once had, any
relationship with the nominee in terms of direct interests (e.g., teacher-student
relationship, relatives, etc.), it must be disclosed at the time of nomination. Each
nominator may not nominate more than one nominee each year. [No collective letters,
please.]

2) On or before January 31: The current Steering Committee determines whether to
recommend a list of candidates to the Board. If there is no suitable candidate, the Steering
Committee may decide to vacate the award for the current year.

3) On or before February 7: The Board votes on the list of candidates recommended by the
Steering Committee. Candidates must receive more than two-thirds of the votes to
receive the award. When the Board votes, members with conflict of interests (e.g.,
teacher-student relationship, relatives) must avoid suspicion and do not participate in
voting.

4) Early April: The award is announced at the CLTA Annual Meeting with a certificate and
a plaque.

4. Criteria for nominating candidates (nominees):

1) The nominee must demonstrate long-term and outstanding contributions in one or more
areas of Chinese education.

2) The nominee must be a current CLTA-USA member with a cumulative membership of
over 20 years.

3) The nominee must have already retired or will retire in the current year.

4) Current CLTA-USA Board members and Officers are not eligible, i.e., they cannot be
nominated.

5) Those who have already received the Lifetime Achievement Award are not eligible (see
Note 2 below for a full list of the Lifetime Achievement Award winners).

Note 1: Current President of CLTA-USA: # % (xliang@wustl.edu)

Note 2: For a list of the winners of the CLTA Lifetime Achievement Award before 2014, see
https://clta-us.org/awards/clta-walton-award-walton-presentation-prize/; the winners of the
CLTA Lifetime Achievement Award after 2015 are: Honggang Jin, Richard Chi (Deli Qi),
Claudia Ross, Chih-p'ing Chou, and Chuanren Ke.



